AUDIO NOTES

“Bi-Vocational or Three Full Time Jobs?”
Panel discussion led by Greg Standinger

Introduction




Discussion Questions

1. Describe all the things you are involved in.  This can include the following:
a. Ministry / Church
b. Other Ministries
c. Family 
d. School
e. Profession / Work
f. Hobbies / Personal time

2. How do you manage a relationship with Jesus?  

3. What has the Lord been teaching / working with you recently?

4. Do you incorporate a sabbath into your life?


5. What is the most challenging aspect of eldering for you? Most rewarding?  (Ref. Acts 20)


6. What do you consider absolutely indispensable to an effective ministry?


7. How do you see your vocation interacting with your ministry?


8. Do you feel like a failure when you have to go to work to provide for you family?  


9. Do you feel like you have permission to do your secular job?


10. How would you describe your dream job?  - OR - How would you describe the occupation you best see yourself doing?


11. Do you see yourself ever entering full-time ministry in the future? 


12. Do you feel compulsion or conviction to enter full-time ministry?



Reference Verses
1 Corinthians 9:14 14 In the same way, the Lord commanded that bthose who proclaim the gospel should get their living by the gospel.

1 Thessalonians 2:9 ESV 
For you remember, brothers, our labor and toil: we worked night and day, that we might not be a burden to any of you, while we proclaimed to you the gospel of God.

2 Thessalonians 3:7-8 ESV 
For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us, because we were not idle when we were with you, nor did we eat anyone's bread without paying for it, but with toil and labor we worked night and day, that we might not be a burden to any of you.

1 Timothy 5:17-18 ESV 
Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in preaching and teaching. For the Scripture says, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out the grain,” and, “The laborer deserves his wages.”

Proverbs 16:3 ESV Commit your work to the Lord, and your plans will be established.

Colossians 3:23 ESV Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men,

Matthew 11:28 NASB95 28 “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.

Philippians 3:14 NASB95 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

Excerpts from Biblical Eldership; Abridged  - Pastoral Leadership  - Section: Working a Job and Pastoring a Congregation (p19-20) by Alexander Strauch

To be a bi-vocational preacher or evangelist takes a great deal of self-sacrifice and devotion to the gospel and the people of God. 

A team of tentmaking elders can make a significant contribution to the shepherding of a local church.  Although tentmaking elders cannot contribute as much time as an elder who serves the church full time they contribute something equally important: their godly examples of love for God’s people, sacrificial Christian living, love for God, their personal experiences, and practical wisdom.  

For tentmakers to survive three full-time jobs (work, family, and ministry), they must also adopt a sacrificial lifestyle. Tentmakers must live a pruned life and literally find leisure and rest in the rhythm of serving Christ (Matt 11:28).  They must be willing to forego a measure of career achievement and private leisure for the privilege of gaining the prize (Phil. 3:14).  Many would like to be tentmakers if they could be wealthy and live a leisurely and cultured lifestyle.  But the truth is that significant ministry in the church and the community can only come by sacrifice.  - R. Paul Stevens, Liberating the Laity: Equipping All the Saints for Ministry (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity © 1985, 147
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