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Introduction




Raising up our pastors from within the congregation that they serve is not the norm in American Christianity. This is very much a distinctive in how our churches function.

I believe that this practice is Biblically and practically wise and helpful.  I don’t believe that it is a mandate.  
In other words;  there are other ways to skin this cat, but this is the way we have historically done it.  

I believe that raising up our pastors from within has been a powerfully effective practice.  Here’s why: 

1. Character of an Elder is seen in relationship over time.  
 Proverbs 20:11
	-Education can be seen from a distance.
	-Skill can be seen in a snapshot.
	-Character is shown in shared circumstances.
		-Marriage.  Don’t know without time together




2. Heart of a Shepherd is developed in community/relationship.  
John 10:11-15
	-Invested in well-being of the Church Community
	-Member of the Church Family
	-Served with the Church Army




3. Work of an Overseer requires understanding the culture.  
1 Chronicles 12:32
	-Of the Church
	-Of the Community





4. Danger of becoming short-sighted.  
Ecclesiastes 4:13
	-Look for other voices
	-Bring younger men to the table
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