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Introduction



And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.” (Matthew 16:22–23, ESV) 



“Who can be compared with the Lord our God, who is enthroned on high? He stoops to look down on heaven and on earth.” (Psalm 113:5–6, NLT) 



“A dispute also arose among them, as to which of them was to be regarded as the greatest. And he said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and those in authority over them are called benefactors. But not so with you.”

We can use our position of a pastor to go down two different paths:
1. Serve __________.
2. Serve __________. 


Rather, let the greatest among you become as the youngest, and the leader as one who serves. For who is the greater, one who reclines at table or one who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at table? But I am among you as the one who serves.” (Luke 22:24–27, ESV) 




Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt you, (1 Peter 5:5–6, ESV) 

· “humility” = “low” or “low to the ground” 

· What is the warning?

· What is the promise? 

· How does the verse imply that humility is a choice?  

Application
1. ____________ over your heart. 


“I took care of you in the wilderness, in that dry and thirsty land. But when you had eaten and were satisfied, you became proud and forgot me. So now I will attack you like a lion, like a leopard that lurks along the road.” Hosea 13:5–7, NLT 

“Failure is not first a matter of results; failure is always first a matter of the heart. In church leadership it may be that achieving goals may be more spiritually dangerous than dealing with obstacles in the way of failure.”  --Paul Tripp, “Lead”


2. ____________ choose to go low. 

“If anyone would like to acquire humility, I can, I think, tell him the first step. The first step is to realize that one is proud. And a biggish step, too. At least, nothing whatever can be done before it. If you think you are not conceited, it means you are very conceited indeed.” -- C.S. Lewis. 



Choosing to go low gives  ________ to ordinary and overlooked people. 
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