AUDIO NOTES

“Biblical Authority of a Pastor”
By Rob Gerber

Introduction



A.  Authority
     1.  As An Overseer.
	a.  Manage and direct the affairs of the Church (1 Timothy 5:17; Acts 20:28)
		1.  Pastors have final authority in this role.
		2.  Pastors can delegate authority (Acts 6)
		3.  Pastors can and should get counsel and communicate well.			




     2.  As A Shepherd
	a.  Speak God’s Truth (1 timothy 4:11-12; 2 Timothy 4:2; 2 Timothy 2:14-15)
	b.  Take initiative with flock. (Titus 2:15; 2 Timothy 4:3; Ezekiel 33:1-7)
	c.  Allow the flock freedom of conscience. (2 Timothy 2:23-25; Romans 14)
		1.  Pastor can speak with authority from God’s Word.
		2.  Pastor doesn’t have authority to coerce believe or conscience.





     3.  As An Elder
	a.  Only have the authority someone else gives you.  (1 Corinthians 7:12,40)






B.  Accountability
     1.  To The Chief Shepherd (Hebrews 13:17; 1 Peter 5:4)
a.  High Standard – Church is Christ’s Bride (Eph. 5:32; Zechariah 2:8; John 3:27-30)
     	b.  If this doesn’t resonate, maybe you shouldn’t be a pastor




     2.  To Co-Pastors (1 Corinthians 12:20-21)
	a.  Must give and take correction  (Proverbs 12:1)
	b.  If you can’t do this, you probably can’t be a pastor




     3.  To Congregation
	a.  Reaffirmation
	b.  Clear path for disputes/questions
	c.  Create an atmosphere of accountability and humility.
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